DEC. 31]                     ST SYLVESTER, P. C                        1653

ning and end, and have only his divine honour and his holy law in view.
We ought, therefore, so to live that the days, hours, and moments of the
year may form a crown made up of good works, which we may offer to
God. Our forgetfulness of him who is our last end, in almost all that we
do, calls for a sacrifice of compunction at the close of the year; but this
cannot be perfect or acceptable to God unless we sincerely devote our
whole hearts and lives to his holy love for the time to come. Let us there-
fore examine into the sources of former omissions, failures, and transgres-
sions, and take effectual measures for our amendment and for the perfect
regulation of all our affections and actions for the future, or that part of
our life which may remain.

The following feasts are cekbrated on December 31 :

ST COLTJMBA, virgin and martyr: ST MELANIA, who lived in the sixth century: and ST
SYLVESTER, Pope, 335, appointed by God to govern His Church in the first years of her temporal
prosperity and triumph over her enemies; he was ordained a priest by Pope Marceliiiras,